The Holy Spirit: An Introduction

Purpose:
To introduce the person and nature of the Holy Spirit

Definition:
Spirit (Hebrew: ruah; Greek: pneuma; Latin: spiritus) literally means breath, wind or spirit. Whenever “Holy Spirit” is mentioned in the Bible, it means the Spirit of God, or God’s Spirit.  

I. The Holy Spirit is a Person

Just as the Father and the Son have individual personalities and are distinct from each other, the Holy Spirit likewise has a personality.  The Spirit is referred to using a masculine, singular pronoun (“he” in English).

· He has a mind (Romans 8:27) and a will (1 Cor 12:11, cf. Romans 8:5)

· He has wisdom, thought, knowledge and words (1 Cor 2: 6-13)

· He is open to offenses by mankind (Psalms 106:33, Matthew 12:31, Acts 5:3)

· He has emotions:
capable of love (Rom 15:30), gets hurt (Is 63:10, Eph 4:30), can get insulted (Heb 10:29)

· He is capable of speech (Acts 8:29, 10:19-20, Acts 13:2)



Discussion:

The Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit also has a personality.  

1. How does this affect your understanding of the Holy Spirit?  

2. Do you suppose we should also relate to the Spirit on a personal level, just as with the Father and the Son?

3. What does the Bible mean when it says our sins and rebellion grieves, insults and outrages Him?  How should a Christian respond to this?

II. The Holy Spirit is God

Although the Bible does not directly state that the Holy Spirit is God, there are passages of Scripture that imply that He is deity.  Below are some characteristics of God, which the Bible attributes also to the Spirit.

· Holy (Psalm 51:11)

· Eternal (Hebrews 9:14)

· Infinite (John 3:34; cf. with John 3:34 of NLT, NASB and NRSV)

· All-Present (Psalm 139:7-10)

Two other characteristics are attributed to God:  All-powerful and all knowing.  Although the Bible does not directly state that the Holy Spirit is both, the Scriptures do imply that He possesses divine power, knowledge, wisdom and understanding not unlike that of God’s.

Discussion:

The Bible implies that the Holy Spirit is God.

1. How is this different from/similar to your previous understanding?

2. How should this inspire you in your walk with God?

3. HW: Review the study develop a deeper appreciation for the Holy Spirit.

4. Devote some time this week to reflect on the person and divinity of the Spirit.

The Work of the Holy Spirit
Purpose:
To understand the ways in which the Holy Spirit works 

The Holy Spirit has been active in divine work from the time of Creation until now.  After learning about the basic teachings about the Spirit (as with the previous study), we can now look at how he moves and performs his tasks.

	References
	The Holy Spirit’s activities

	Gen 1:2
	He was active in the Creation (cf. Psalm 104:24-30)

	Gen 6:3
	He disapproved of widespread sin and corruption

	Gen 41:38
	He revealed to Joseph the meaning of Pharaoh’s dreams.  

	Ex 35:30-33
	He endowed Bezalel with skills for the construction of the Tabernacle.

	Num 11:16-17, 24-25
	He empowered 70 of Israel’s elders to assist Moses in leading God’s people through their desert wanderings.

	Jud 6:33-35   

Jud 11:29

1 Sa 11:6-8
	He empowered some of their leaders—during times of crises—to lead them in fighting against their enemies.

	Matt 1:18
	He allowed Jesus Christ to be born of a virgin (See Is 7:14).

	Lk 4:14-21
	He empowered Jesus as he began ministry (See Is 61:1-2).

	John 3:5-7
	Through the Holy Spirit sinners are given new birth.

	John 16:8-9
	He convicts the unbeliever.

	Acts 2:1-4
	He empowered the apostles at Pentecost (See Joel 2:28-32).

	Acts 4:23-31
	He empowered the apostles to preach boldly despite of persecution.

	Acts 8:14-17, 10:44-48
	He indwelt both the Samaritans and Gentiles, showing that God desires to save all people and not just the Jews (cf. 1 Tim 2:3-4).

	Acts 13:2-4
	He specifically picked out Paul and Barnabas to spread the Gospel to the countries in the Mediterranean area.

	Rom 8:13
	He helps Christians to put off sinful behavior.

	Rom 8:14-16
	He leads Christians and testifies that they are God’s children.

	Rom 8:26-27
	He intercedes for Christians in their prayer life and walk with God.

	2 Cor 3:6
	He gives Christians spiritual life.

	2 Thess 2:13
	He sanctifies Christians.

	1 Tim 3:16
	He vindicated Jesus Christ.

	Heb 2:3-4
	He confirmed the teachings of the apostles through miraculous signs.  At a time when the New Testament had not been written down yet,  miracles helped convince hearers about the gospel (cf. 1 Co 2:4-5)

	2 Pe 1:20-21
	He inspired the prophets who spoke from God.


Discussion

The Holy Spirit has always been active and involved in the history of mankind, especially during the most crucial times.

1. Why do you suppose this is significant?

2. How does this help you to have faith?

3. What does this say about God desiring a relationship with fallen humanity?

4. What does this say about God desiring a relationship with you?

5. Pray continually to be empowered by the Holy Spirit in order to live a godly life.

