Grace
Purpose:
To better understand God’s gift of grace

Definition:
The Greek word translated “grace” is charis (khar’-ees).  

Grace refers to something that bestows pleasure, delight, or causes favorable regard.  It denotes graciousness (as gratifying) of manner or act; the friendly disposition from which the kindly act proceeds.  It is especially used for Divine favor, with note on the pleasure or joy He designs for the recipient.

The grace of God is a Christian’s joy and motivation.

Heb 10:1-4
The writer of Hebrews states that during the Old Testament times, the sacrificial system could not spiritually cleanse a person completely.  Isn’t that amazing?



Only through Jesus Christ can we have full access to God.



How should we respond to this? (See Heb 4:16).

Rom 3:19-26
Paul instructs the church in Rome that even total obedience will not merit someone to be right with God.



No one can earn their salvation.



How does this make you feel?



Do you have the tendency to “work” for your salvation?

Rom 5:15-17
Adam, one man, caused death to many because of his sin, but Jesus, also one man, has brought forgiveness.  The fact that Jesus came is only possible by God’s grace.  We don’t deserve Christ.

Eph 2:5-10
Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done.  In fact, salvation is God’s gift, freely given to us.  Along with this gift, we are resurrected from spiritual death.

In response, we do good deed because we’re saved, not in order to be saved.  Works are not the root of salvation but rather its fruit.  This is why no one can boast about it.



Everything that we can ever have or enjoy is because of grace.

Questions for reflection/discussion:

1. Why is grace more about the Giver than the one being given to?

2. Can anyone be truly worthy of God’s favor?

3. Why do think God is so gracious to us?

4. What do you think our lives would be without grace?

5. How has God shown his grace to you?

6. How has God shown his grace to others around you?

7. How can you respond to God’s grace?

