OVERVIEW OF THE REVISED FIRST PRINCIPLES 

1. The purpose of the Study Series is to offer a guide for disciples to make other disciples.  Its focus is the conversion—helping our friends come to a real, saving relationship with God.

2. The Study Series was prepared with utmost care in the effort to ensure proper understanding and application of biblical texts.  These studies present the essential truths by imparting Biblical principles.  These truths guide the heart and mind for conversion. 

3. The Series combines both simplicity and flexibility to cater to the different needs of the people we reach out to.  It is especially geared towards the conversion of the average Filipino. 

4. Each study will feature the following:

Purpose:
Objective of the study; defines biblical expectations for the student.

Key verse/s: 
Scriptural references that support the purpose of the study.

Points:
Clarification/explanation of key verses.  These are to be used merely as starting points. The disciple should be able to develop his/her own convictions and express them in the study.  The explanations may vary according to the maturity of the disciple and the needs of the person being taught.  Sometimes guide questions or definitions are provided.  At times homework and/or readings are given.

Optional verses:
Scriptural references not directly related to the purpose of the Study; these provide support and clarification of some peripheral issues that may arise from the topic and may help answer certain individual’s needs.

5. 
Aside from the First Principles, this booklet contains Toolbox Studies: A compilation of supplemental studies to facilitate understanding of topics which usually require further explanation. These studies may be done before or after baptism, depending on the individual’s needs.

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR STUDY LEADERS

Daniel 12:3  “…Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.” 
We acknowledge that it is ultimately God who enables Christian conversion.  However, as disciples, we are called to be faithful “ambassadors” for the Gospel.  As we mature, more and more skills of relationship and instruction are learned, and if we are open to learning, we can turn many more to righteousness.

Setting up a Bible Study

1. Friendship is important.  It helps to have at least the beginnings of a good relationship before you start studying.

2. Readiness to study the Bible differs from one person to the next.  Some may want to observe or spend time with disciples first, while others may be eager to study from the onset.  As much as possible, a person studying (i.e. the student) should be comfortable about the concept of seeking God or at least growing spiritually. 

3. Any study in the series may be used as a first study, but it is usually most effective to start with Jesus, Discipleship, or Word.

4. Before starting the study, it would be helpful to find out as much as you can about the person’s family and religious background. Strive to know the person more as the studies progress.

5. For someone who is obviously religious, it may be helpful to make a timeline of the religious events in his/her life (e.g. infant baptism, ‘accepting’ Christ, confirmation, etc.).

Seeing that People are Different

1. The length of the studies and which studies to use will depend a lot on the person you’re studying with.  People vary in beliefs and upbringing.  Here are just a few biblical examples:

a. Ethiopian-types are those that are wonderfully open. 

b. Nicodemus-types are those that are religious and have honest questions.  

c. Apollos-types are those that are religious and are vocal about their faith.

d. Lydia-types are generally seekers who are also open to friendships.


We need to pray for wisdom to discern different kinds of people.

2. Be patient when it comes to answering questions.  Different people will have different questions at varying points of the study.  It may be helpful to discuss with the Bible Talk which Toolbox Studies to use.

3. While persons respond to Scripture in different ways, our goal is to guide their hearts to repentance.  It is helpful to focus on accomplishing the overall purpose of each lesson rather than to expect a specific response from any one verse.  Each study is designed to help turn the heart to God in a progressive manner.

4. A study does not have to be finished in one session.  Some people may need more time to absorb new information or to discuss details.  See comments at the end of the series.

5. Flexibility increases as disciples become better equipped with the Word, and become more familiar with these studies.  For certain people, the studies may be supplemented with relevant verses or separate studies.  Others may respond to more streamlined or fewer studies.  Please see Q&A for more on this.

Keeping the Focus

1. 
Jesus is the focus of the study series.

Jn 3:14-15  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
Jn 12:32  But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." 

2. 
We are only ambassadors.  We convert people not to ourselves, but to God. 

2 Co 5:18-20   All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
