BAPTISM STUDY

Introduction

I. The Principles Behind Baptism

A. John on Baptism

1. 
John’s role and message was prophesied.

2. 
John demanded repentance – change of heart, before baptism.

3. 
John did not baptize those who rejected the message

4.
 John demonstrated the order of things. (It should be noted!)

B. Jesus on Baptism

1. Jesus’ baptism was for a righteous requirement.

2. Jesus taught baptism during his lifetime

3. Jesus instructed baptism before he left

C. Peter on Baptism

1. Peter was given the “keys to the Kingdom”

2. Peter answered the need of unsaved Jews in Pentecost

3. 
Peter was united with Paul in his teachings (2 Pet 3:15-17)

D. Paul on Baptism

1. Paul preached and expected responsive ones to be baptized

2. Paul was hard-line on his doctrine

3. Baptism was the point through faith you become God’s child

E. Early Church Fathers on Baptism

Baptism is…
A response to God’s message

A righteous requirement

A must to be saved

A participation in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection

A point of conversion, sonship, and membership

II. The Practice of Baptism

B. Baptism in the NT

It was immersion. 

It was done as a response to the message.

C. Requirements for Baptism

Teaching

Belief in Jesus

Repentance/obedience

Confession/Declaration

D. Historicity of Baptism

Questions about baptism

Q. What about infant baptism?

A. Infants are sinners and blind to moral principles (Dt 1:39, Is 7:16). They do not bear the guilt of their parents (Ez 18:20).  Disciples are to become “like” little children only (Mt 19:14).  Also, the misused Ps 51:5 does not say that David was born a sinner. Lastly, there is no example of infant baptism in the NT.  Acts 8:12 states that men and women were baptized.  “Households” usually referred to adults not children.

Q. What about the thief on the cross?

A. It’s true that he repented.  But he didn’t have to be baptized because Jesus had authority on earth to forgive (Matt 9:2-6). Also Jesus had not yet died.  The baptism was into Jesus’ death (Rom 6:3-4)

Q. Isn’t baptism a work?

A. It’s true that we should be careful to note that we are not saved by works.  But baptism is an action based on faith (Col 2:12).  Plus, the pattern of saving people in Acts shows this course of action.

Q. What are the qualifications of a baptizer?

A. Nothing is put in the NT as criteria.  It is more focused on the one being baptized.  But the pattern (very important!) of Jesus was to baptize and train others to baptize (John 4:1-2).  Also, we can expect many to have to baptize for Acts 2’s 3000 baptisms and Acts 4&8 persecution.

Q. How does baptism connect with the OT?

A. Some say circumcision is the OT connection of baptism.  It is not.  Levitical laws require the shedding of blood (Heb 9:22).  Just as the lamb/goat “took on” someones sins, Jesus “takes on” our sins at baptism.  There must be participation for propitiation.

Baptism is a NT requirement which has as its central theme the death of Jesus Christ, the One who is introduced and prophesied in the OT.

