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Ockham’s Razor


“What can be accounted for by fewer assumptions in explained in vain by more.”


“Nothing is assumed as evident unless it is known per se or is evident by experience, or is proved by authority of scripture.”

I   Induction    Induction involves taking what we know from direct experience or perhaps from the experiences of others to reach a conclusion about how the world works.

II   Deduction    Deduction involves applying a generalized rule or law to a specific situation. 

III   Revelation    Revelation involves taking the word of a higher authority and applying it to a particular situation.


God reveals his will to his people through them applying induction to the situations in their own lives and in the lives of those to whom they minister.  God expects us to apply our experiences and the experiences of others to make decisions about what would be best in any situation.  In many situations it is a matter of good, better, best.  Through Paul, God admonishes us to “abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that we may be able to discern what is best” (Phil 1:10).  Through personal sacrifice to God, we “will be able to test and approve what God’s will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2)  Proverbs 10:14 tells us that wise men store up knowledge.  This is induction.  God expects us to gather information about human nature, about what works best in personal relationships, church government, leadership and so forth to determine what is best.  Without a knowledge of history, especially church history, we are perpetually blind to the pitfalls of human spiritual endeavor.


God also demands that we apply the wisdom he has imparted to us directly through deduction.  Often, God reveals himself through proverbs, truisms, principles and the like.  These are not specific commands, but general statements of principles which can be applied in a great variety of situations.  The Bible does not, nor could it ever, supply a rule for every situation.  One will not find dating commandments in the Bible because they did not have dating back then.  What one does find in the Bible is principles from which we humans, using our God-given powers of reason, are expected to deduce the wisest path to please our Father in Heaven.  Jesus modeled this, for example, when he said that as a man sows, so shall he reap.  This truism is an inescapable law which we can apply to almost any situation in life.  The book of Proverbs is not a list of commands.  One finds very little of doctrine in the book.  What one finds is rules for living from which God expects his children to deduce any number of specific applications.


Having said these things, it is clear that revelation will trump induction and deduction.  If history appears to tell us something and if it would at least appear that a reasonable application of some rule found in the Bible would lead us to the same thing, but we have a clear revelation from God in the Bible, the scripture will stand as an ultimate authority.  The secular/atheistic/agnostic world we are a part of does not acknowledge any ultimate authority, but we do.  “Appoint elders in every city.” does not lend itself to interpretation.  “Leave no debt outstanding” is a revealed command of God which requires no human reasoning to interpret at all.  When we have a “thus says the Lord,” that shuts off human debate.  We are no longer in the good, better, best realm.


How does one make decisions?  If revelation provides a direct answer, we simply do what it says.  We should have elders in every congregation which is mature enough to appoint them.  How should we administer the church?  How should we spend the money?  What should be the role of the evangelist?  What kind of advice should we give on dating?  God has given us both experience and principles which he expects us to bring to bear to answer such questions.  He expects us to get together on this and use our second 

best tool available, after the Bible, which is our minds, applying the principles and experience, using deduction and induction to determine what is best in any situation.  

Example:

Is it   “Speak where the Bible speaks, be silent where the Bible is silent”  or is it

“Be silent where the Bible speaks, speak where the Bible is silent”?

Neither.

When the Bible is “silent,”  God still speaks to us through principle and through history and experience.

Example:  What should we do to remain unified as a religious movement?

What kind of cooperation is biblical and helpful for creating unity and accomplishing our mission?

Principle:  Matt 20:26  not lording, but servant of all.

History:   Look at experiences of Restoration Movement, early church etc.

Proposal:  para-church organizations for evangelism, education, helping the needy etc in which involvement by local churches is totally voluntary.

