The Golden Calf

By Rommel Casis

 1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him."  2 Aaron answered them, "Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me." 3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt."  5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, "Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD." 6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. [Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry. 
Exodus 32:1-5 NIV

The passage quoted above sticks out like a sore thumb.  It seems so out of place that one would stop and read it again as it simply did not make any sense.  In the first 31 Chapters of Exodus we see how God demonstrated to the Israelites his incredible love for them and his immensely unlimited power.  The Israelites experienced how God humbled Pharaoh and the false gods of Egypt through the ten plagues.  They saw and experienced the pillar of cloud/fire that guided them.  They saw how the water of the sea was pushed back so they could cross it while the Egyptians perished when they tried to do so.  They saw and experienced being fed with Manna.  They saw and experienced the glory of God descend on Mount Sinai.

Despite all of these experiences the Israelites had the audacity to ask Aaron to make gods for them!   Aaron, the brother of Moses, the high priest, agreed and fashioned a golden calf. The people worshipped this idol.  Note that this happened after the people agreed to obey the commandments of God (Chapter 24).  How could they have possibly have done these things after the lapse of so short a time?

There are a few things I learned from this:

1. Idolatry is a sin we can easily fall into and no person is immune from it.

Despite their incredible experiences with God, the Israelites and Aaron succumbed to idolatry.  They didn’t have to be tempted or threatened by outsiders.  It seemed as if it was their natural inclination to fall into it so quickly and so easily.  But before we condemn them for their shallow convictions we should also examine our inclinations toward idolatry.  Isn’t it so easy for us to make gods of the things we have in our lives?  

I look at my life and see how several things can become my golden calf.   

I devote majority of my waking hours working on my career.  It’s a battle to get my mind off work.  I always think about the things I need to accomplish, the deadlines, and the pressures.  As a result it’s so easy for my career to crowd out my time and my thoughts for God.  Why can’t I be consumed with God more than I am consumed with thoughts about work?

Recently my doctors informed me about some concerns about my health.  Because of this I have had to take a lot of medication and have become very particular of what I eat and drink.  For a few weeks now, it seems that I make my schedule work around my medication and food intake.  I suppose its alright to be health conscious it has gotten to the point where I’ve somewhat re-arranged my life to make sure I take my medication and eat food at particular times and particular amounts each day.  If I can re-arrange my life for medication and food, why can’t I do the same for prayer and Bible reading?

2.  Idolatry grows where there is a lack of spiritual leadership

It was obviously not Moses fault that he was not around for 40 days.  He was taking down God’s instructions for the Israelites.  But nevertheless we see how idolatry crept in even during the short time he was not around and despite all their experiences with God.  It was not because the Israelites did not have a leader (Moses left Aaron and Hur in charge) but that they did not have a spiritual leader.

The scripture demonstrates how spiritual leadership is indispensable.  Perhaps Aaron, Hur and the seventy elders of Israel were capable men and perhaps skilled administrators.  But they were not spiritual enough to prevent their people from falling into idolatry.  Aaron even made it possible.

In our ministries we definitely need to have leaders (d-group leaders, house church leaders, council/core group members).  But we need to make sure they are spiritual men and not just capable men.  Let us not allow appearance, skill and even maturity lull us into thinking that our leaders are spiritual.  Do we know how their walk with God is?

3.  Miracles cannot replace a personal walk with God

As we have seen, the Israelites experienced a lot of miracles in so short a span of time.  And yet they fell into idolatry.

In the same way it doesn’t matter how many victories or miracles we have experienced.  If we don’t have strong personal walk with God we can easily fall into sin.  Miracles can grab your attention but it can’t really keep you faithful.

