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ABC Program — 

Teaching Qualifications 


“So You Want To Be A Teacher?”

Teaching Qualifications

“Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.” (James 3:1)

This is one of the more sobering scriptures in the Bible.  Those who aspire to teach others the gospel must also accept that their lives must set a righteous example.  A man or woman who desires to become a teacher must have a life that is commended by the brotherhood in the following ways.

1. A Godly Life

a. A Life Worthy of Respect

1 Timothy 4: 12

i. It is not enough to have more knowledge than others; the challenge is to have a life that others can imitate.  No one will listen to the man or woman whose life does not support his teaching.

1. The Teacher candidate must have the recommendation of his ministry leader and/or his church leader.  Like Timothy, all candidates must enjoy the commendation of the fellowship: “The brothers…spoke well of him” (Acts 16:2). 

2. Powerful in Speech
John 7: 46; Acts 14: 1

a. Jesus amazed and dumbfounded those who listened to Him.  Paul’s speaking was so effective that it helped win souls.  Even if we have knowledge and a life that is pure, if our manner of speaking is ineffective, we will not be able to save or strengthen the souls of our listeners.  Many people desire to teach based on their knowledge, however, due to their ineffective teaching, they are unable to help their audience.

i. The teacher must submit a videotape of one of his lessons, which will be reviewed by an evaluation committee of Ministry Staff.  He or she will be evaluated based on:

1. Knowledge of Material

2. Dynamism

3. Clarity

4. Confidence 

5. Overall Effectiveness

3. Growing in Knowledge

Galatians 1: 14

a. Paul’s life before and after his conversion was marked by an intense desire to grow in the knowledge of God.  This knowledge formed the foundation for his New Testament letters.  We all are indebted to Paul for his devotion to the Word of God.  In the same way, we also must strive to “advance” in our learning and knowledge.  The Teacher must have a passion for God’s Word and a continual desire to grow in knowledge.  This knowledge must be tempered by humility because, “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” (1 Corinthians 8: 1).  That is why knowledge ranks third behind our life and speech.

i. Each Candidate will be expected to pass a required series of classes and examinations with exceptional scores.  The candidate’s performance will be evaluated along with the previous two requirements.

