Introduction: Understanding Roman Catholic doctrine 
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Nearly all of modern Christendom has a Roman Catholic heritage. Over one thousand years of Church History is dominated by Catholicism, and much of our world—and mission field—still is. The Understanding Roman Catholic Doctrine series is designed to promote a respectful understanding of our Catholic roots, the common ground we still share, and the key issues that must be biblically examined and considered together with Catholic friends in order to help them embrace a Bible-based faith.
Tradicio and Sola Scriptura (Latin for “Tradition” and “Scripture only”)
Q: What is the main difference between the Roman Catholic Church and most other Christian churches?
One key difference is Tradition
: This doctrine (and the vast array of doctrines that result) is based on the notion of extra-biblical authority that is binding on the church. This assumption, after prevailing largely unchallenged for centuries, became the major point of controversy with 16th century Protestant Reformers who countered that Scripture alone—Sola Scriptura—is the only authority for the church. Up to this day much of the Roman Catholic belief system—including the Papacy, worship of the Virgin Mary, and Veneration of the Saints—is built upon the foundation of Tradition. 

Q: Did Jesus give commandments for the Church that are not recorded in the Bible? 
Roman doctrine teaches yes and that extra-biblical authority originated in two forms:

1. Oral Tradition of the Apostles: Truth that is authoritative for the Church, learned directly from Jesus or by revelation, which was not committed to writing but passed generation to generation orally.

2. Revelation after the Apostles: Truth that is authoritative for the Church in addition to that preserved in Scripture revealed after the Apostles died out. 

Q: What does the Bible say about Oral Tradition and the possibility of revelation after the Apostles died out?
On New Testament Oral Tradition: 1 Co 11:2, 1 Th 2:13

· Oral teaching is governed by what is written: Isa 59:20-21; Ac 17:11, 18:28 

· Oral teaching = what is written: 1 Co 15:1-7; 2 Th 2:15 

Completeness and Sufficiency of what is written: Jn 20:30-31, Ac 20:26-27, Jude 1:3

God’s thoughts on innovation and “additional” revelation: Ga 1:6-12; Rev 22:18-19

Conclusion: Today’s Bible contains the complete gospel taught by Jesus. His message was shared by word of mouth throughout the early decades of the Church and eventually preserved in the New Testament. The Bible therefore contains all authoritative truth necessary for a saving relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ. For that reason the notion of extra-biblical authority that is binding on the Church has no defensible biblical basis.
Optional Scriptures:

Written Word = Oral Teaching: Dt 6:6-9; Josh 1:7-8

Going beyond what is written: 1 Co 3:11, 4:6; 2 Jo 1:8-9

Adding or Subtracting from God’s Word: Dt 4:2; Prov 30:5-6

Please see other links for more on Tradition and the complete Understanding Roman Catholic Doctrine series.

� Catechism of the Catholic Church, Part One, Section One, Chapter Two, Article Two





