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The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them (Genesis 3:21, NIV).


Care to indulge your imagination?  Here is what I have in mind:

A newly wed couple had just awakened from a restful, comfort-filled sleep.  The night had been so hospitable.  It had not been so cold; the bugs did not bite; a nightingale choir rendered a soulful ballad to lull them to dreamland; and the moon shone bright and illuminated them enough to make their love-struck faces visible.  The day is incredibly fresh and inviting, so they decide to take a stroll, hand-in-hand, along a serenely flowing brook just shortly after the warm rays of the sun penetrated the fluffy clouds suspended in the orange-hued, eastern sky.  Angelic chirping of excited birds serenades them as they gaze across the water upon a green valley lush with vegetation.  Farther away proudly stand majestic mountains, slightly covered by early morning mist, with peaks that seem to court Heaven itself.  Just then a gentle breeze comes their way and soothes whatever tension or strain they may have had.  To them it was a kiss from the Divine.  Breakfast need not interrupt their excursion; they simply have to pick fresh, sweet fruits from a nearby garden till they are filled.  And the best part?  They have lifetime pension!  No need for backbreaking work; no problem with traffic; and you will find no entry of the term stress in their dictionary.  How is that for a perfect day in Paradise?


Breathtaking, is it not?  Seems like the ideal place to spend retirement.  Yet as grand as this imagery is, I must confess this is merely a borrowed picture; a rehash of an old, Utopian fling found and better appreciated in the pages of Genesis chapter two.  That was then, however.  What came after was rather different.


It is their first day outside of Eden and if not for the irritating rays of the harsh, high-noon sun Adam would choose to stay lying curled on the ground.  He is not asleep though.  In fact he has not slept a wink since they were driven out of Paradise.  He just wants to rest his head and shut his weary, swollen eyes.  He gets up nonetheless and sees his wife beside him, still asleep after a long, unforgiving night.  He gently carries her to the shade of a large, towering oak.

“What a way to spend your honeymoon,” he mutters to himself.  “We should’ve listened to God.  Everything then would’ve been perfect.  But now…” he pauses to choke back yet another batch of tears, “…now nothing will ever be the same.”  He begins to sob as guilt pounds heavily upon his heart, “If only I had been man enough and had stood firm.  If only we hadn’t disobeyed God!”


His words ooze with regret as Eve awakes at the sound of her husband’s muffled voice.  He had held her in his arms throughout the night in an effort to comfort her.  He appeared strong, but the painful truth is revealed as she realizes how badly their sin had hurt them.  It is her first time to see him breakdown and cry.  How she wishes she could console him.  But how?  How do you mend the heart you yourself have broken?  The sight of him in emotional collapse is too much for her, so she lays her head in silent submission and weeps.  She will not allow herself to be heard.  There is no need to further injure an already wounded heart.  “If only I hadn’t pulled him into my sin,” she thinks in soulful lament.  “If only we hadn’t disobeyed God!”


Is that scene familiar to you?  I wonder how many understand by first-hand experience how our very first parents felt that day.  I bet there are many who could easily relate with them.  I do not even think it is necessary to look far.  Sometimes the nearest broken heart you will find is your own.  Why not try reflecting on your life?  Has Adam’s sentiment struck a sensitive nerve?  Does Eve’s regret trigger a landslide of painful memories?  Does imagining their tear-streaked faces seem like looking in a mirror?  Like them, have you let God down because of disobedience?  Sin can cloud life with guilt.  It has the capacity to rob us of peace, security and joy.  Ultimately, it can destroy our relationship with the Father.  All have suffered this spiritual damage.  Sadly, not many have managed to recover.


One very special verse in the Scriptures speaks of how God deals with us when we fall:  The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.  I hope you did not miss that.  You see, after the sin; after the blame shifting; after the curses, God did what He does best.  He still loved them!  Now, was that not intense?  He still loved them!  He knew life outside Eden would be harsh; that the elements would be unforgiving.  So out of His undying love He chose to still provide for them.  And there is even more to this.  Did you notice that He made the garments Himself?  Given the pain He surely must have felt, it would have been reasonable to simply delegate the task to the angels.  But He did not!  Instead, He chose to do it Himself.  Why?  Because, I believe, He still found Adam and Eve so special that no angel was worthy of the job.


I imagine God sobbing as He prepared the materials; tears flowing from His eyes as He sewed together each piece.  “Why did you disobey me?  Didn’t you believe what I said?  Wasn’t I good enough for you?”  But out of His love I am convinced that He also touched the garments in a way that only true love can.  Each tug and tussle of the strings is filled with great compassion and expectant hope of a future reunion.  I suppose Heaven’s legions attempted to relieve Him of the painful ordeal, only to meet His overruling, “No!  Stay out of this!  I will attend to this personally.  I will treat them special even on their last day in Paradise.”


Why did God not simply pull away from the relationship?  Why did He not just divorce them right then and there?  Surely it is within His power to start all over again with someone else.  He could have chosen to do so without compromising His righteousness.  But why did He not?  Do you sometimes catch yourself asking these same questions?  Have you found any answers yet?  Care to hear my personal opinion?  What we witness here is love in its truest essence.  You see, when love is genuine and pure it has the power and capacity to rise above the hurt.  And since God Himself is love, what He did was something He could not—and would not—stop Himself from doing!


So how does God deal with us when we sin?  He still chooses to love us!  He does not just heap His wrath on us as our sins deserve.  Instead He acts on His perfect love and finds a way, hoping we would respond and return to Him.  He knew from the very beginning that on our own we are bound to fail repeatedly; our sinful nature guarantees that.  So what did He do to solve the problem?  He sent His Son—Jesus, who lived a perfect life—to meet His standard and expectations on our behalf.  The result?  As far as God is concerned, we stand before Him faultless!


Are you burdened because of sin?  Then take heart.  The message is clear—God still loves you!  He has not changed, and neither has His feelings for you!  How He loved you in the beginning is still how He loves you today!  Have you turned your back on the Father and strayed from Him?  Then turn back.  No matter how far you have gone the wrong road, turn back.  I am sure that at the end of the homebound journey you will find Him waiting all along; rejoicing at the sight of you; smiling from ear to ear and with arms open very wide to receive you.  Does shame keep you from returning to Him?  Try walking the road that leads to Calvary.  Visit the place where Jesus justified you before the Father once and for all.  Sit down for a while at the foot of the cross and look around.  Sooner or later you will find an item of great value, personally made by God, with your name embroidered on it—a garment of skin.

Inspired by the story narrated in Genesis 3.
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