DEFENDING PAUL:  An Apologetic Study
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Part One

A certain religious group in the Philippines seeks to discredit the apostle Paul.  Their most significant false doctrines related thereto—hence the subjects of this series of articles’ purpose—are as follows:

· Paul was never an apostle; we must not bother with his teachings.
· Paul was a Pharisee; we must guard against his teachings.
· Paul was a liar; we must not believe his teachings.

Since these are broadcast nationwide through their television program, the faith of those who may get to watch it are at risk of getting shaken.  Thus, this series aims to refute their false doctrines.
Note:

1) The group’s name has been purposely withheld for objectivity’s sake.  Nonetheless, those who get to watch their television programs will certainly recognize them.
2) Scripture quotations in this series are from the New Living Translation (NLT), Today’s English Version (TEV), and the New International Version (NIV). 
PAUL WAS NEVER AN APOSTLE…
This strong assertion (the said group did not bother to support this claim) is an attack on Paul’s apostolic authority.  By implication, his teachings are not worth the bother of considering.  Let us consider this false doctrine by investigating his apostleship, focusing on whether or not it was genuine.
Paul’s Apostleship

Let us look at the record in the book of Acts and see what the Bible says about Paul’s apostleship.  As yet, we will not quote from his letters given that his apostleship, at this point, is still in question.

Acts 13:2 (NLT)

One day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Dedicate Barnabas and Saul
 for the special work I have for them.” 

Acts 13:4-5 (TEV)

Having been sent by the Holy Spirit, Barnabas and Saul went to Seleucia and sailed from there to the island of Cyprus.  When they arrived at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues. 

Acts 14:1-3 (NLT)

In Iconium, Paul and Barnabas went together to the synagogue and preached with such power that a great number of both Jews and Gentiles believed.  But the Jews who spurned God’s message stirred up distrust among the Gentiles against Paul and Barnabas, saying all sorts of evil things about them.  The apostles stayed there a long time, preaching boldly about the grace of the Lord.  The Lord proved their message was true by giving them power to do miraculous signs and wonders. 

Acts 16:16-18 (NLT)

One day as we were going down to the place of prayer, we met a demon-possessed slave girl.  She was a fortune-teller who earned a lot of money for her masters.  She followed along behind us shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, and they have come to tell you how to be saved.”

This went on day after day until Paul got so exasperated that he turned and spoke to the demon within her.  “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her,” he said.  And instantly it left her. 

These citations portray the genuineness of Paul’s apostleship.  We saw his apostolic commission to preach the Gospel, his apostolic confirmation through miraculous signs, and his apostolic authority as evidenced by the exorcism he performed.  Curiously, the English word “apostle” is derived from the Greek
 word ἀπόστολος (apostolos), which refers to “a commissioned agent bearing full authority”
.
Further, if we are to compare Paul’s ministry with those of the first apostles, we would notice marked similarities between them:  All were divinely chosen (Jesus chose the first apostles, the Spirit chose Paul); all were commissioned to preach the Gospel; all were empowered to perform miracles; all had authority over demons
.
Conclusion

Through a careful consideration of what the record in the book of Acts says about his apostleship, followed by a comparison of his ministry with those of the first apostles, we can then fairly conclude that Paul was a genuine apostle.  There is no legitimate reason to believe otherwise.
NOTES





� The “Saul” mentioned here and the apostle Paul are one and the same person.  It was common at the time for people to have two names.  Other examples include Simon Peter, John Mark, and Matthew Levy.


� The New Testament, of which Acts is the fifth book, was originally written in Greek (called koine Greek; koine means ‘common’).  As in this case, it is quite helpful to once-in-a-while look into the meaning of words in the Bible as they are defined in the original language. 


� From the New Testament Lexical Aids provided in the NIV Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study Bible (1996, AMG International, Inc.); reference number 693.


� Check out Mark 3:13-19, Acts 1:7-8, and 5:12-16 for the first apostles’ commission, confirmation, and authority.  Then try to use these as a “standard” of sorts to evaluate the genuineness of Paul’s apostleship.





