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Q1.
Where does the word ‘baptism’ come from?

A. Sometimes languages need to borrow words from other languages.  The word ‘baptism’ is a transliteration (simply, word conversion using the corresponding letters of one alphabet to another) of the Greek noun baptisma.  For example, ‘Hades’ is a transliteration of a Greek word meaning “the unseen world” (Mt 11:23; Lk 10:15; Ac 2:27) and ‘Amen’ is the transliteration of a Hebrew word meaning “so be it” or “let it be” (Num 5:22).  In the original language, baptisma mainly means ‘immersion’ or ‘dipping’. 

Q2. 
Is infant baptism biblical?

A. 
Infants are not sinners; they are blind to moral principles (Dt 1:39, Is 7:16).  They cannot repent because they have nothing to repent of.  Some say they have to be baptized because of their parents’ faults. But children do not bear the guilt of their parents (Ez 18:20).  Some quote Mt 19:14, but the passage is about humility.  The passage says nothing about baptism; disciples are to become “like” little children only.   Also, the misused Ps 51:5 does not say that David was born a sinner. This is a mere figure of speech to show human weakness. Lastly (and very importantly), there is no example of infant baptism in the NT.  Acts 8:12 states that men and women were baptized.  

Q3. 
Doesn’t John 3:16 say that if you believe you will be saved already? 

A. 
John 3:16 is an inspiring verse which is completely true but simply inadequate to form a doctrine on salvation.  One should be made aware of many other verses that explain God’s requirements for us.  John 3:16 should be seen in the context of the whole conversation of Jesus with Nicodemus.  Being ‘born again’ should be understood in its entirety, and this includes repentance (3:19-21) and baptism (3:1-7). Note that the rest of the narrative talks about baptism (3:22 – 4:2).

Q4. 
The Bible says we are not saved by works.  Isn’t baptism a “work”?

A. 
The Bible never defines baptism as work.  Saving grace in baptism is all by God’s power.  In fact, Jesus seems to consider believing as work! (Jn 6:28-29)  It must be remembered that even though baptism is something we must do (like believing and repenting), baptism is an act of faith, not a “work.” Besides, the one “at work” when we are baptized is God, not us  (cf. Col 2:12).   Just as we must show up to a hospital before a surgeon can operate on us, we must “report to God’ in the waters of baptism.  Therefore, baptism is more of God’s working, not man’s working, and this all happens by faith.

Roman 6 says that we who died to sin were united with Christ into His death and burial through baptism so that, just as Christ arose from the dead, He would bring us up along with Him to a new life.  Who does the work here? God! Moreover, many of those who say that baptism is “work” also say that one can be saved by saying a prayer (sometimes called the ‘sinners prayer’).  But then why won’t they call praying a “work”?

Lastly, we should remember that the cross, in a sense, was a “work”.  How? One could say it was a work of God.  Jesus toiled and suffered greatly for us!  And it is the “work” that saves us.  The “works” that don’t save are the “works” that man does by his own power.  Let us not forget that God himself works too.  (Jn 5:17)

So it’s true that we should be careful to note that we are not saved by works.  But baptism is an action based on faith (Col 2:12); it is not a ‘work’ that saves us.  

Q5.
What are the qualifications of a ‘baptizer’?

A. 
Nothing is put in the NT as criteria for those who wish to baptize others.  The Bible is more focused on the one being baptized.  But the pattern (very important!) of Jesus was to baptize and train others to baptize (John 4:1-2).  Thus we should imitate Jesus in wanting to teach others to baptize, which results in growth and maturity.  Besides, we can expect many to have been able to baptize for Acts 2’s 3000 baptisms to take place.

Q6. 
Didn’t Jesus emphasize faith and not baptism?

A.
Jesus emphasized both faith and baptism.  It is a grave mistake to remove the essential necessity of baptism from the gospel message! Jesus started His public ministry by being baptized Himself and He ended it by commanding the Apostles to baptize and teach disciples as they went into the entire world.

Q7. 
If Jesus died for all, why is baptism still essential?

A. 
We should understand that the message of the cross and the challenge to be baptized go hand in hand.  Christ’s death enabled the offer of salvation.  Baptism (as well as repentance, which precedes it), is our acceptance of that offer.  Rom 6:1-4 reminds us that we are baptized into the death of Christ.  Therefore, baptism should be seen as part and parcel of responding to Jesus’ death.  In the Acts, those who accepted the message of the cross were baptized.

Q8. 
Why can’t someone just “accept” the forgiveness?

A.   
The idea of man simply ‘accepting forgiveness’ is very appealing, but actually it is more of God who ‘accepts’ us back into His arms.  Man is cursed (Gal 3) and cannot have a relationship with Him unless God accepts (forgives) him.  This forgiveness is to be accepted by man as a gift, but God wants us to do it through baptism (Acts 2:38-39).  Baptism is like our “claim stub” to be able to claim eternal life.

Q9. 
People say “faith only.” Isn’t belief enough to be saved?

A. 
The Bible never teaches that mere belief (head knowledge or a shallow affirmation or) is enough to be saved.  The notions of “faith alone” were popularized by evangelicals to the neglect of certain teachings.  In fact, the Bible does not contain the words “faith alone”--words used to make it sound that baptism is unimportant.  All scriptures on salvation must be considered; when that is done, the vital role of baptism is clarified.

James 2 states that true belief should be accompanied by action, mentioning that even demons believe in Jesus.  Obviously, God wants a certain kind of belief for his followers. In John 8:31-32, Jesus challenges believing Jews to “hold to the teachings” in order to be truly his followers.  

Q10. 
Can’t I be united with Christ without baptism?  

A.
Rom 6:3-5 states that we have been united with Christ in his death and burial through baptism. And since we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his! Col 2:12-13 adds that having been buried with Christ in baptism and raised with Christ by faith in God, we are made alive together with Christ--with our sins forgiven! Other verses validate this point.  1 Corinthians 12:12-13 states that entrance into the body of Christ is through baptism.  Galatians 3:26-27 says that by baptism, we clothe ourselves with Christ.  

Q11. 
I know baptism is commanded in Acts 2, but is it essential? What if someone just repents?

A.  
Remember that Acts 2 addresses a non-Christian audience.  They did not have a relationship with God and needed salvation.  To be saved (read up to the end of the chapter) one had to repent and be baptized.  Baptism was not an option, just as repentance was not.  The whole process was important, which is why it resulted in a new Christian community and God adding more (people getting saved, v.) to them.

It is interesting that baptism is intimately associated with the themes of repentance and forgiveness.  Baptism is associated with repentance in Mt. 3:7, 11; Mk. 1:4; Lk. 3:3; Acts 2:38; 13:24; 19:4. Baptism is connected with forgiveness of sins in Mk. 1:5; Lk. 3:3; Acts 2:38; 22:16.   So for non-Christian to repent and come to a real relationship with God, they have to go through baptism as part of repentance.  In the NT, baptism is always commanded to those who need forgiveness of sins, since they don’t have a real relationship with God.

Q12.  
Can’t someone die with Christ without getting baptized? 

A. 
Romans 6 is very clear on this. One needs to die to self first before getting baptized (buried). We don’t bury live people. On the contrary; We bury dead ones!  You are considered truly dead when you’re buried.  So our ‘death’ is seen in our repentance, our ‘burial’ is seen in our baptism.

Q13.  Isn’t it logical to be saved before baptism?

 


A. 
If we are saved before we are baptized, then baptism has no meaning and is contradictory to itself.  A good analogy is seen in 1Co 10:1-4.  Baptism (seen as the crossing of the sea) goes before moving into the Promised Land.  Look at the following illustration from the Old Testament:

 

God brought Israel:


1. out of Egypt (the land of slavery--i.e. sin/world) 


2. through the sea (water -i.e. baptism) 

3. and then into the Promised Land (Israel—i.e. salvation, redemption)

 

God did NOT bring Israel:


1. out of Egypt (the land of slavery--i.e. sin/world) 

    
3. into the Promised Land (Israel--i.e. salvation, redemption)

    
2. then through the sea (water -i.e. baptism)

 

Baptism is nothing new in God’s plan of salvation. It is something He has always used to illustrate the separating of the sinful world and his church. God has always saved people through water, and there is no salvation before going ‘through the water.’ Being saved before baptism is simply illogical.

Q14.  
Aren’t we baptized because we’re already saved?

A. 
There is no verse in the Bible which suggests that one is baptized after the fact of being saved.  Baptism is never in the time position of ‘after salvation.’   

Some insist that since we are saved simply by believing, baptism is an extra task (that follows after salvation by belief). But Mark 16 is very revealing. Notice Jesus said, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”  Salvation assumes both entities: baptism and belief.  Notice also what Jesus did NOT say. He did NOT say, “Whoever believes and is saved will be baptized.”

Q15.
If baptism is so important, why isn’t it mentioned in every Christian conversion story in Acts?

A.  
The book of Acts does not provide a complete biography of the early church, but only ‘snapshots’ of its growth and development from the time of Christ’s ascension.   As such, it does not provide details in all conversion stories.  However, the detailed conversion stories do mention baptism.  Furthermore, since these three terms: faith, repentance, and baptism, all go together; many conversions utilize only one or two of the terms while assuming inclusion of the other/s.  Such is the treatment of conversions in Acts.  After detailing Christian baptism in a variety of single person, family, and group settings over a dozen times, baptism, like faith and repentance, is assumed throughout the remainder of Acts.
Q16. 
Some commentaries say that the Greek word ‘eis’ in Acts 2:38 means ‘because of’ implying that we get baptized because we have been forgiven.  What should we say to this?

A. 
In Acts 2:38, the Greek Preposition eis means "into, in, toward, to" "indicating motion into a thing or into its immediate vicinity."  It is related
 to the preposition “pros.”  In one lexicon, eis is translated "so that" (Bauer).  Baptists and others have attempted to make the word mean "because of" based on Mt. 12:41; Lk. 11:32; Rom. 4:20; and Mt. 3:11, but the possibility of this translation is stated by Bauer as "controversial".  All uses of eis in the NT carry the notion of “toward motion.” In fact, when one looks up those passages, the translation "unto" fits very well.   

Hence there is not need to create a new meaning for the word when the already established semantic range fits the contexts well. Acts 2:38 thus teaches that baptism is “for the purpose that” or “so that” one might receive forgiveness of sins.


In this light, the argument that “I get baptized for forgiveness in the same way that I take aspirin for my headache, meaning I take aspirin because I already have a headache” is completely baseless.  The Bible never says that we get baptized because we are already forgiven.

Q17.
Do we have evidence that the early church really baptized?

A. 
Absolutely, particularly in the collection of the 2nd and 3rd century writers known as the Ante-Nicene Fathers (try the Christian Classics Ethereal Library for free at www.ccel.org). See Ignatius, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian (On Baptism) for starters.
Historically, for the first 1500 years after Christ, baptism was generally considered necessary for salvation and was connected with the forgiveness of sins. In New Testament times, one could not conceive of a non-baptized Christian.  Many passages show this was the case (e.g., Acts 22:16; 2:38; Romans 6:1-6; I Pet. 3:21; Gal. 3:27; and the examples of conversions in Acts).  Note in particular how they are said to "rejoice" after baptism, not before.  All in all, the biblical evidence for baptism is quite overwhelming.  Compare this to the lack of biblical examples (and for that matter, lack of extra-biblical examples) of people “praying Jesus into their heart” or saying a prayer to “accept Christ.” 
Q18.
Doesn’t 1 Corinthians 1:17 say that baptism is unnecessary?

A.
In 1 Corinthians 1:17, Paul says “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel…”  Some have taken this to mean that baptism is unnecessary.  But if one reads Acts, we find Paul encouraging the Corinthians to get baptized (Acts 18:8).  Surely Paul would not suddenly contradict himself!  In fact, in the rest of this same letter to Corinth, we find the following words: “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” (1 Cor 12:13, emphasis mine.)  Paul is here stresses the normative nature of baptism and the sharing of spiritual food and drink (cf. Jn 7:37-39; Ro 6:4).

It is interesting that the Greek of this passage
 (not to baptize, but to preach…) is a way of expressing the importance of the second entity without negating the first.  One can compare this with the Greek of Mk 9:37, Mt 10:20, Jn 12:44, and Ac 5:4 where “not…but” means “not just…but more so” or “not so much…as.”  Therefore, this passage, while stressing the importance of preaching, does not disregard baptism.

Q19.
Is it necessary to confess all your sins before baptism?

A.  
There is no passage in the Bible that explicitly states this requirement.  The practice of confessing sins before baptism is suggested in Matt 3:6 (cf. Mk 1:4), with the baptism of John.  The idea is that there should be some change of heart (i.e. dealing with sin) before baptism; it was a baptism of repentance.


As for the need to divulge every single transgression before baptism, the NT clearly does not command it.  However, it is helpful that in keeping with idea that conversion is turning away (Gk: epistrophe, Ac 3:19; 20:21) from sin and turning to God, it is healthy for someone to at least be able to start developing the habit of openness (1 Jn 1).  We cannot force anyone to confess sin, but we can develop a fear of God that makes one increasingly aware of things that God hates.  As someone learns more about God and His ways, that person learns to deal with sin.  This way, someone who gets baptized comes into a family where people are used to confessing sins to each other.  (See Comments on the Sin Study in this booklet).

Q20. 
 Isn’t a previous baptism or religious experience acceptable to God?

A.  
Baptism is a time when one surrenders to God and lets God work on him. It is the point when one, by his faith, is joined with Christ, puts Christ on, is saved, where one's sins are washed away, and where one receives the Spirit.  And, since it is dependent on the active faith of the individual giving their life to God at that point in time, a previous baptism, if not accompanied by faith that one's sins were being washed away at that point, is not a saving baptism. There is no such thing in the New Testament as retroactive baptism (See Acts 19:1-10).  To make baptism valid one must have faith that in submitting to him at the point of baptism that his sins are being washed away by the blood of Christ (Col. 2:12).


� Aside from the similarity in meaning, both ‘eis’ and ‘pros’ take on the accusative case in Greek sentence/clause construction.  Note also that both the Latin pro- and Greek pros- mean forward or toward, hence the words “protract” and “protrude.”


� ou gar apesteilen me Christos baptizein alla euaggelizesthai… (ou, not…alla, but) where the infinitives “to baptize” and “to preach” are used





