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General Comments on the Greek Text 
· Some of the best Greek in the NT

· Rich vocabulary

· Difficult to translate 

· Homiletic air

Hebrews as a Sermon 
· Marked by careful composition

· A “theological treatise with an epistolary ending”

· Calls itself a “word of exhortation” (13:22); same word used for a synagogue sermon in Acts 13:15

· Probably read aloud (references to speaking in 2:5, 5:11, 6:9, 9:5)

· Words carefully chosen; some philosophical words used (Alexandrian?)

· Smooth and logical transitions

· Cadence and rhythm well-thought

· Lends itself to oratory
· Word Order (clear emphasis – Jesus)
· Alliteration (sounds nice; pleasant to listen to)

Use of the Old Testament 

Uses it a lot!  35 citations, >100 allusions

LXX (Septuagint, the Greek translation of the OT); favorite sources: Torah and Psalms (23x)

Use of Words related to the Argument for Christ 

“better” (Grk: kreittwn)


Occurs >13x in Hebrews
 “make/made perfect” (Grk: teleiow) 
Occurs 9x in Hebrews, verbal forms
three times regarding Jesus being made perfect (2:10, 5:9, 7:28)

“angels” (Grk: aggeloi)


Occurs 21x in Hebrews

The Prologue of Hebrews 
A prologue is an introduction or preface. It begins the document and introduces the major theme/s.
The first four verses in Hebrews comprise one long majestic sentence.
Amplified Bible Heb 1:1 IN MANY separate revelations [ each of which set forth a portion of the Truth] and in different ways God spoke of old to [our] forefathers in and by the prophets, 

2 [But] in the last of these days He has spoken to us in [the person of a] Son, Whom He appointed Heir and lawful Owner of all things, also by and through Whom He created the worlds and the reaches of space and the ages of time [He made, produced, built, operated, and arranged them in order]. 

3 He is the sole expression of the glory of God [the Light-being, the out-raying or radiance of the divine], and He is the perfect imprint and very image of [God’s] nature, upholding and maintaining and guiding and propelling the universe by His mighty word of power. When He had by offering Himself accomplished our cleansing of sins and riddance of guilt, He sat down at the right hand of the divine Majesty on high, 

4 [Taking a place and rank by which] He Himself became as much superior to angels as the glorious Name (title) which He has inherited is different from and more excellent than theirs. 

The prologue is about God and how he reveals himself to people.

1:1  The subject of the first verb is “God.” The word “God” used sixty-eight times in the letter. 

God is communicating something. 

1:2  he has spoken to us by his Son or  “through his Son,” lit. “through a son,” i.e. one who is Son.  God sent his Son with a purpose. Christ is God’s last word to the world.  
1:3  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory…‘radiance’ (Greek apaugasma); also has an active meaning of ‘radiates’ (cf. NEB has, ‘The Son who is the effulgence of God’s splendor’ 
God’s revelation in Christ is 

· something that God says (God has spoken through the prophets and in a Son)

· something that Jesus as God is (the radiance of his glory and the exact representation of his being), and

· something that Jesus as God does (he created the universe and he made purification for sins).  

God’s revelation in Christ -- being, word, and event.  

1:4  So he became as much superior to the angels 

kreittwn (better/superior)
Greek word order:
So much – better - having become…
Same word used in 6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40; 12:24. 

Use of "better" -- from the author's deep conviction that Jesus Christ is "better" and that he has accomplished something "better" than anyone or anything else. 

1:4 as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs
“name” (refers to who you are, not just something you’re called)

In the ancient cultures, a person’s whole character was somehow implied his/her the name.

“Name” could refer to Christ’s whole being, including his character, nature, power and abilities

Personal reflection 

The writer of Hebrews was so focused on lifting up Jesus

God wants to speak to us. Do I appreciate how much God wants to reach people?

Jesus is God’s last word to the world. When I evangelize, is it about me or Jesus? 

Jesus is superior to all beings. How much do I give Jesus the honor due him?

The word (God, through his word) sustains all things. What sustains me?

CONCLUSION 

Hebrews is all about Jesus.

Let’s be fired up about JESUS!

